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If Guizot had been willing to make some concessions to the
moderates in the Chamber he would have taken the sting out
of their attacks ; but he was of the type that breaks rather than
bends. His last word to those who asked for a lowering of the
cens was, "Get rich and you will gain the vote under the existing
system " ; and the phrase Enrichissez-vous has been quoted as
the watchword of his regime. As for Louis-Philippe, with
advancing age he became more and more of the crusty authori-
tarian, and less and less disposed to listen to advice. When a
group of Government supporters asked to send a deputation in
favour of some reform, his reply was, " Dites a ces messieurs de
passer a la gauche ; je n'ai pas besoin d'eux." Even members of
his own family were not exempt—he banished his son the
Due de Joinville to a post in Africa when he ventured to
suggest some concession to the reformers.
§ 112. the writing on the wall.—Year by year a feeling
of contemptuous disgust for the Government increased among
all classes except the prosperous bourgeois. Scandalous cases
of political corruption were brought to light by the Opposition
Press, and Thiers poured ridicule on Guizot's ignoble truckling
to foreign Powers. The comatose inaction of the Government
offered another line of attack. " What have they done in seven
years ? " asked one critic ; " nothing, nothing, nothing ! "
Lamartine, poet and historian, coined a famous phrase when he
said that "A stone post (une borne) could rule as well as Guizot."
France was ashamed of its Government; above all, France was
bored. The old King and his ministers might, ostrich-like,
stick their heads in the sand, but this did nothing to avert the
fate that was stalking them.
It came appreciably nearer through two ill-judged excursions
into foreign affairs. The first was " the spanish marriages."
The marriages of Isabella the girl-queen of Spain and of her
sister Maria Louisa were a matter of European importance.
Louis-Philippe wanted to see a member of his own family on
the Spanish throne, but Britain objected to any revival of the

